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Dear Consumer 


Bikers’ 
of the 


Rules 
Road 


By Virginia Knauer 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 


One result of our efforts to conserve energy is 
the new popularity of bicycle riding. In fact, the Bi- 


‘ycle Institute of America 


(BIA) estimates that 70 


million bicycles are in use today compared with 


about 100 million cars. 


With more and more people using bikes for 


transportation, there’s a 


new concern for bicycle 


safety. This concern has led to the issuance of new 
Federal Government safety standards and to the de- 
velopment of suggested road rules for bicycles. 


Every year, an estimated 
119,000 bicycle-related inju- 
ries are serious enough for 
emergency hospital treat- 
ment To reduce that toll, 
the Consumer Product Safe 
ty Commission (CPSC) has 
just announced mandatory 
safety standards for bicycles, 
to become effective in Jan- 
uary 1975. 

The new standards will 
require all bikes to be la 
beled: “Meets U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
Regulations for Bicycles.” 

In addition to this new 
Federal action to improve bi- 
cycle safety, the BIA in 
cooperation with the National 
Safety Council and the Boy 
Scouts of America has devel- 
oped Bicycle Driving Rules 
for cyclists, such as: 

@ Obey all traffic regu 
lations for vehicles—bikes 
are always considered vehi- 
cles 

@® Watch out for drain 
ape grates, sott shoulders 
Vi, 


and other tra hazards 


@® Watch yuut’ for car 


| 3 


doors opening and for cars 
pulling out into traffic. 

@ Don’t carry passengers 
or packages that interfere 
with vision or control. 

@® Never grab onto other 
vehicles such as trucks to 
“hitch a ride.” 

@® Use hand signals 

@® Use reflectors and 
lights at night. 

BIA also urges cyclists 
to keep their bicycles in a 
safe condition. It suggests 
these maintenance steps: 

@ Make sure the seat 
and handlebars are adjusted 
and tight. 

@ Keep all movable parts 
lightly oiled. 

@ Check tire treads for 
particles like stones and glass 
and remove then 

o Keep tires inflated to 
the manufacturer’s recom 
nended pressure 

For more information 
about bicycle maintenance or 
bicyele safety, you may want 
to write directly to the Bi- 
cycle Institute of America, 
122 E. 42 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10017. 





FILLERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Nearly a quarter of all job openings between 1972 and 1985 are expec 


to be filled by persons with four or more years of 


Y- 


according to the U.S. Labor Departmer 
The proportion of workers who are college graduates ‘rom 10 
percent in 1959 to 14 percent in 1972, according to the U.S. Department 


of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


1972 through the mid-19890's, ut 14 1/2 million colleae graduates 
needed to meet requirements of Nation's work force, accordina 


Department of Labo) Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Tne U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics estima 
about 101 1/2 million workers wi ye employed by 1985, a 


increase over 1972. 


Employment of craft workers, operatives and nonfarm laborers 


to increase through the mid-19 hut at a much slower rate than that of 


white collar workers, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Occupational 


Nutlook Handbook. 








